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A Di1ſcourle, ofthe vn and 
vile conſpiracie, attempted againſt bis 
Maieſtes perſon at Saint Iohnſtoun, vpon 
the fift-day of CAnguſt being Tueſday. 


I000. 


q Is Maieſtic hauing his reſi- 
dence at Falk/and, and being 
dayly at the Bucke-hunting 
( as his vſeis in that ſcaſen ) 
vpon the faft day of Angſt, 

being Tueſday, heraide out 

to the Parke; betweene fixe —þ 
and ſcauen af the clocke in | 
the morning, 'the weather  - 

| being wonderfull pleaſant > 

— . — and ſcaſonable. But before. + :.-. IS 

© his Maieſty could leape bn ® 7% 

horſe backe,his Highneſſe being now come downeby the E=' . © «5 

uerie: all the huntſmen with hownds attending his Mates OY 

ſhe on the greene, andthe Court making to their horſes, ashis ,. . 

Highneflc ſelfe waz : Maſter Alexander Ruthwen, ſecond brows —=— + | 

thertothelatc Erle of Gowrie beingthenlighted in the towne - | * + _ 4": 

of Falk/aad, haſted him faſt downeto overtake his Maieſtie: . - | 


before his on-leaping, as hedid. Where mecting his High- , *- >» © 
neſle, after a very lowe curteſie, bowing his head vader his. - i *'.* 
Maieſties knee, (although he was ncuer wont to make ſolowe EE: — 
curteſic ) drawing his Maieſtie aparte, hee begjnnes to a6 .- © Af 


- . . *'\. | : £4 My n ne TI 
courſe vato him ('but with a very deieRted countenaunce, hig*-' .. © * © £8 
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Gowries Conſpiracte. 
eyes ever fixed vpon the carth ) how that it chauncedhim in 
the eucning before, to be loggers about the fields, ta- 
king the aire ſolitary alone, without the Towne of Saint 
Tohwftoun, where his preſent dwelling with the Lord his bro- 
ther was : and there, by accident, affirmed to hauerecountred 
a baſe- like fellow, vaknowneto him, with a cloke caſt about 
his mouth : whome as he enquired his name, and what his 
errand was to be paſling in ſo ſolitarie a parte, being from all 
wayes : the fellow became on a ſodaine ſo amazed, and his 
tongue ſo faultred in his mouch, that vppon his ſuſpicious 
bchauiour he begunne more narrowly to looke vnto him and 
examine him : and perceiuing that there appeared ſome thing 
to be hidde vnder his cloke, he did caſt by thelappes of it, an 
a7 full of coy - 


ſo findes a great wide pot to be vnder hisarme, 
ned Golde in great peeces, aſſuring his Maicſtie that it was 
in very great quantity. Vpon the fight wherof(as he affirmed) 
heetooke backe the fellow with the burthen to the Towne, 
where he privately, without the knowlege of any man, tooke 
the fellow, and bound himin a priuie derned houſe : and after 
locked many doores vppon him, and lefr him there and his 
pot with him, and had haſted hinſelfe out of ſaint /obnſfoun 
that day by foure houres in the morning, to make his Ma- 
ieſtic aduertiſed thereof, according to his bound dutie: car- 
 neſtly requeſting his Maieſtic with all diligence and ſecre- 
\ fie, that Ins Maieſtie might take order therewith, before any 
know thereof : {wearing and proteſting, that he had yet con» 
cealed it from all men: yea, from the Earle his owne brother, 
His Maieſties furft anſwere was { after thanking him for his 
good will) thatit could wot become his Maieſtie to meddle a- 
ny ways in that matter, ſince no mans treaſure that is a 
freeandlawefull ſubieR,' can by the lawe, appertaine vnco the 
King,cxceptfit be found hidde vnder the carih,as this was not. 
Whereunto he anſwered, that the fcllowe confeſſed vnto him 
that hee was going to haue hidde it ynder the ground, i 
i; | cou 
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could nbt take leifurc at that ume co enquire any further 
of him. Whereunto his Matefly replycd, that there was 
preat difference betwixt a deede, and the intention of a 
deede : his intention to have hidde it, not being alike as 
ifithad beene found already hidde. Maiſter e/exanders 
anſwere was, that hee thought his Maieſtic ouer faupu- 
lousinfuch a matter, tending ſo greatly to his Maieſties pro- 
fite : and thatif his Maicſtie deferred to meddle with it, that 
it might be, that the Lord his brother, and other great men 
might meddle withit, and make his Maicſtiethe more adoe; 
wherevppon the King beginning to ſuſpe&thatit had beene 
ſome forraine gold brought home by ſome Icſuites for praQti- 
fing Papiſtes (therewith to ſtirre vp ſome newe ſedition, as 
they hauc oftentimes done before) inquired of the ſaid maſter 
eAlexander, what kinde of coyne it was, and what a fellowe 
he was that carried it. His andere was, that ſo farre as hee 
could take leiſure to ſee of them, thatthey ſecmed to be for- 
raigne ſtrokes of coyne, and although the fellow , both by - 
his language and faſhions ſeemed to be a Scots fellow, yethe 
could never remember that he had ſeene him before. Theſe 
ſpeeches increaſed his Maicſtics ſuſpition, thit it was for- 
raigne coyne, brought in by ſome pra&t:fing Papiſtes, and to 
be diſtributed into the Countrie, as is before ſaide : And that 
the fellow that carried it, wasſome Scots Prieſt, or Semina- 
ric ſodiſiguiſed, forthe more ſure tranſporting therof. 

Whereupon his Maiefty rcſolued that he would ſend back 
with the Gide Maiſter eflexander, a ſeruant of his owne, with 
a watrant to the Prouoſt and Bailiffes ef Saint Tohnſtonn, 
to receiue beth the fellow and the money at maiſter eLexan-. 
aers hand, andafterthcy had examined the fellow, to retaine 
him and the.treafure, till his Maieſties further pleaſure was 
knowne. 

Whercat the aide majſter Alexander ſtirred marnelouſly : 
affirming and proteſting, that if either the Lotde his bro- 
i A} ther, 
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ther, or the Bayliftes of the Towne were put on the coun- 
faiie thereof : his Maicſtie would gette a very badde count 
made to him of that treaſure, ſwearing that the great love 
and afteftion hee bare vnto his Maieſtie, had made him 
to preferre his Maieſtie in this caſe, both vnto himſelfe and 
his brother. For the which ſeruice hee humbly craned that 
recompence, thathis Maieſtie would take the paines once to 
ride thither, that hee might be the firſt ſceer thereof himſclfe: 
which being done, hee would remitte to iis Maicſties owne 
honourable diſcretion, how farre it would pleaſe his maieſtie 
to conſider vpon him for that ſeruice. 

His Highneſle being ſtricken in great admiration, both 
of the vncouthnelſle of the tale, and of the ſtrange and ſtupide 
behauiour of the Reporter: and the Court being already hor- 
ſed, wondering at his maicſties{o long ſtay with that Gentle- 
man, the morning being ſo faire, the. game already found, 
and the huntſmen (ſo long ſtaying in the fields on his maie- 
{tie : hee was forced to breake off,onely with theſe words, that 
hee could not now (tay any longer from his ſport, but that hee 
would conſider of the matter, and at the end of his chaſe, give 
him a reſolute anſwere , what orderhee would take therein. 
Whereuppon his maieſtic parted in hafte from him towards 
the place where the game was. 

Maiſter eMexander parting from his maieſtic very miſ- 
content, that indelayedly he raide out to Saint Toh»ftoun as 
he deſired him:proteſting that his maicſtie would not finde 
euery. day ſuch a choyce of hunting, as he had offered to him, 
and-that hee feared that his maieſties long delay and ſlowe- 
neſle of reſolution, would breedeleaſure to the fellow , who 
was lying bound, to crie, or makefſuch dinne, as would diſ- 
appoyntthe ſecrecie of that whole purpoſe, and make both 
the fellowe and the treaſure to be meddled with, before any 
word could come from his Maieſtic : as alſo, that his brother 
would miſſe him,n reſpe&t of his abſence that —— 


| Gowries Conſpiracie. 
if his maieſtic had pleafed to haſte, hee might have | ropreare 
arriuiug there in the time of his brothers,and the whole towns 
being atthe Sermon : whereby his Maicſtic might haue ta- 
ken ſuch fecret order with that matter, as hee pleaſed, before 
their out-comming from the Church. But his maieſtic, with- * 
outany further anſwering him, leaping on horſe backe, and 
riding to the dogges, where they were beginning to huntthe 
ſaide maiſter A/exandey ſtayed (hill in that place where he left 

his maieſtie : and hauing two men with him, appointed by 

the Earle his brother, to carry backe vnto him the certaine 

newes inall haſte, of his maieſties comming (as heereafter 

more particularly ſhall in this ſame diſcourſe be declared.) 

Hee direted the one of them called Andrew Hender/on, 
Chamberlaine to the ſaide carle, to ride in all the haſte to the 
earle, commaunding him, as bee loued his brothers honour, 
that he ſhould not ſpare for ſpilling of his horſe, and that he 
ſhould aduertiſe the earle, that hee hoped to mooue his maic- 
ftie to come thither, and that he ſhould not yet looke for him, 
the ſpace of three houres thereafter , becauſe of his Maicſtics 
hunting, adding theſe wordes: Pray my Lord my brother 
to prepare the dinner for vs, But his Maieſlie was no ſooner 
ridden vyppeto alittle hill aboue thelhittle woodde, where the 
dogg-s were laide on in hunting : but that notwithitanding 
the gens how. ARE of the chaſe, hee could not ſtay from 
muling and wondering vponthe newes. Whcreupon with-. 
out making any body acquainted with this purpoſ: , finding 
Tohn Neſmuh Chirurgian, by chance riding befides him , his. 
maieltie direted him backe, to bring maiſter Alexander with: 
him : who being brought vnto his maicſtic; and having new- 
ly direfed,as faide is, one ofhis men that was with him, backe- 
to my Lord his brother, his maieſtie ynknowing or ſuſpett- 
ing that any man liuing had come with him , then toide him 
that he had beenie aduifing with himſclfe, and in reſpeR of 11s. 
laſt wordes ſo carneſt with him , hee reſolued to ride _— 
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for that arrandin his owne perſon, how ſoone the chaſe was 
ended, which was already begunne. Like as his Maieſtic, 
' ypponthe very ending of theſe words, did ride away in the 

chaſe, the ſaid maiſter eAMexander following him at his backe, 
* no other creature being with his Hi belle ot hee and /obr 
Hamulton of Grange ,, one of his Maicſties Maiſter ſtablers, 
th- reſt of the Court being all before in the chaſe, his Maieſty 
onely being caſt backe vpon the ſtaying to ſpeake with Mai- 
ſter Alexender, as is before ſaid. 

The ( haſclaſted from about ſome ſeauen of the clocke in 
the morning , vntill c!eauen , and more, beeing one of the - 
greateſt and loreſt Chaſes that eucr his Maieſtie was at : all 
which time che ſayde maiſter eLlexander was (for the molt 
part) cuerat hi; maieſtics backe, as is ſayde. But there neuer 
wasany ſtop in the Chaſe, or ſoſmall delay, that the ſayde 
maiſter e4/exander omitted to round his maiec{tic,carncſtly re« 
queſting him to haſtenthe end of the hunting, that he might 
rid2 the ſooner to ſaint /ohn-ſtorrn. So as at the deathoft the 
Bucke, his maieſty, not ſtaying vponthe curry of the Diere, 
(as his vſc 1s) ſcarcely tooke time to alight, awaiting vpon the 
comming ofa freſh horſe to ride on,the greatneſle of & chaſc 
hauing wearied his horſe. 

Butthe ſaide maiſter Alexander would not ſuffer the King 
to [tay in the parke where the Bucke was killed, while his 
fr. ſh horſe, which was already ſent for, was brought outof 
the equery to him, (although it wasnot two flight ſhotte off 
b-twixte the Parke where the Bucke was killed, and his 
M aieſties equery : ) but with very importunitie forced his 
M.ieſty toleape on againe vpon that ſame horſe, that hee had 
hunted all the day vpon,his freſh horfe being made to gallop 
a mile of the way to oucrtake him : his:Mateſtienot (loving 
{o much as vpon his (word, nor while the Duke and the Earle 
of Marre, with dwerlſc other Gentlemen in his company 
ha1changed their horſe : Onely ſaying vatothem, thathee 
was 


Grit Gauſpi 
wasdgiridetofaint. Job fow aero wich theeale of Gow. 
xie, and that hewoild bepreſed 7 owe re eucn, 
+ Wherevppon: fome--v6-the: Court gallopped- backs to 
Fa asta(t/ as they cauld , toichauige their. horſe, but 
ald'hot! onertake: his Maicllic, yn} hee.catne. within 
dh ality: of Saint [Others rode forward: with 
their horſe. wedried as they were, \Whercoffoine wareicom- | 
pelled to alightby the way', and had they tat both refreſhed 
their horſes ted them; :& giuen them ſoine-graflce;by the way, 
+l lad not caried themnto $, /abnfiown. T he cauſed his Mas 
ſerijants _ vigſofalt,vadefired by him; mas,ons> - 
[3 pony they had congeivedrthat Kigtma- 
| tion ofriding,wias forthe apprehenfio fov of the uia- 
ſer0s '- one lines laide _ 07" x prowd 
r Anopre;Þors epaiting:ofthiew C j 
R Trrhs me & for tus 


pry Chou 

; * Butthe ſhide: Maifttt A/txenuer, ſecing the Inkedbd the 
Earle of 44er;with diverſc ofthe Court, gettingfreſh horſe tor = 
following of his Maieſtie,carneſtly defaredhim,that he would 
publiſh to his whole traine, that fince hee-was to retutne the 
ſame euening,a$isafore-ſaid;they needed not to follow him, 
thatheothbug nent his qnaiefty. ſhould fiay 
the duke & the Earleof A4ar to folow him, and that he ſhould 
onely take three or foure 6f his owne ſervants with him, affir- 
ming;thatif any noble manfollowed him,he'could not arſwer 
for hium;butthat they would marre that wholepurpoſe: Wher- 
m_— Maieſtic halfe angry, mcplicd;thathcewouldnot mi- 

thedake nor thecatleof Aariin agreaterpurppſe than 
that, andthat hee could not vnderſtand what hinderanceany 
man could imke' thaterrand. | 
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Gowries/Conſpirackt. © 
intended againſt his Highneſſe by that yoong Gentleman, 
with whom his maieftic had beene ſo well acquainted, as he 
had,not long before;beene in ſuit to be one of the Gentlemen 
of his Chamber : ſo as, thefartheſt that the Kings ſuſpution 
could reach to, wasthatit might bEthat the: Earle his brother 
had handled himſo hardly,thattheyong'Gentlewan, being of 
a highſpirite,had takenſuch diſpleaſure, ashee was become 
ſomewhat beſide himſelfe,which his Maieſtie conicured, as 
well by his raiſed and vacouth ma denfige- 
neſſcall the time ofthe hunting as likewiſe; by ſuch rare 
fortofynlikely: difcourfes asarcalready mentioned. ::} -+ .** 
- ' Whereupponthe King tooke occaſionto makethe Duke 
of Lexwox acquainted with the whole purpoſe , enquiring of 
him very earneſtly what hee knew of that good Gentleman. 
m__ As gra inlawc:and if week percciued him 
to be ſubieRto anyhigh apprehienſion, his maicftie declaring 
his fuſpitiorſplainely to the ſaid Lord Duke, that heerhought 
himnot well ſetledin his wits:alwaies defiring my Lord Duke 
not to fall to accompany him into that houſe, where the alle- 
ged fellow and treaſure was, ' \' | 
.''' The Lord Duke wondred much atichar purpoſe, .and 
thoughtit very hkely :'yctheaffirmed;; that hee could never 
percetueanyifuch appeararice in that Gentlemans mclination. 
But mailter' Mexander. _— w maleſtics priuie conſe» 
rence with the Duke,and ſuſpeRing the purpoſe as itappeats 
<£d, camneto the King;requeſting his A ver PP. 
he ſhould make noneliuuig. acquainted with-that piinp: 
norſuffer naneto ge with his mateſtic where he ſhould.boni 
coy him, buthimſelf only,'vnitil his miieſty had poee feene the 
fellow and the treaſure: whereuntohismaicſhc halfelaughing 
gaue anſwer;that he was no good tcller of many, &bethagned 
therefore to have ſometohelpethiminthgterrand: is repht 
was, that hewould ſuffer nongeo ſec itbur hismairdſtics ſelfat 
thefirſt,burafterwards he might calin yhomhe PRs: ji | 
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Theſe ſpecches did ſe increaſe his ſuſpition, that then hee 
begaune direly toſuſpeſome reaſonable deuiſe, Yertma= 
oy (uſpitions and thoughts ouerwhelmingone cyery one an- 
other itt his minde, his maicſtie could refolue ypoanocertaine 
thing, butrade futther:andits journey, betwixt truſt and di- 
ſtruit, being aſhamed to ſeemts ſuſpeR,ia reſpeRt of the clean- 
neſle of his maieſtics owne canſcience:-;-except he had found 
ſome greaterground. Miaiſter eLlexauder " preafipg the 
King to'ride taftcr; 'choughhis owne horſe was: ſraxcely able 
tokeepe.com y withthe King far wearines; baving xidden 
withhuin all the chaſe before. The King being:come twamile 
' from Fulke/and,: maiſter Alexander ſtayed a litde belinde the 
pginichoway, and poſted away the. other ſexruane Angrew 
Rwbwentotho Earle his brother, adyeraſfing him how farre 
the King wasS:On his way to come thither;:;T:hen bowe {oong 
ſoeucr the King came within a mile of [obn:ſtorn.,' be faide, to 
his Maieſtic,that he would poſt in before,to.adaertile the tarle 
his brother of his maicſties comming : who at his mcomming 
to him, was ſitting at the midſt of his dinner, neuerſecming 
to'take knowledge ofthe Kings comming, till his brother told - 
it him, notwithſtandibgthat twoo-of hisſeruants had aduer. | 
tiſed himthercof before. And immediately vpon his brothers 
report, riſing inhaſtc from the boord,and warning all the ſer- 
uants and friends to accompany him to meete his. Maieſtic, 
who met himvwith three or foure ſcore men, | at the end of the 
Inſhe, his Maieſties wholetraine, notexceeding.the number 
of fifteene perſons, : and all withoutany kindeot armour, ex- 
ceptſwords, no not ſo much as daggers or whingears, His: 

aieſtic ſtayed an houre after his comming to the {aid Earles 
lodgingin'Saint Johnſtown before his dinner came in. The 
longſomneſlc of preparing the ſarde,and badnes of the checre, 
being excuſed vpontheſodiine comming of his Maicltic ya- 
+: During whichtime, his Maieſtic enquiredot mailter 
TS "Mo ” 53 . * aneawy 
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lexander,when it was;time for ye Og 0 private houſe. 
about that matter whereof he hadinformed him ': who an 
ſivered, that all wasſure enough, but that there was no haſte 
yetfor au houre, ulk the King had dined:ar leafure. |Pravii 
his mitfieſty to leaue him, -andnottobefeencto roadwich 
= before his Brother , who hauing' miſſed him that morns 
ht thereuppon ſuſpeR whatthe matterſhouldimeane; 
Theres ehis' maicſtic ad him ir $20 the Earle, :and dif 
courfed-withhitn matters, but>could yt 
ref anfwered£ his halfe wotds, and wr es 
His maiefticþcing et down to his dinnde, the ſaide Earle. 
Nosd very penſive, with a deieted countenance at.the: end 
of his oateles table, oft 'rounding. over his ſhoulder, owe 
whileto one of his ſcruants,and while to another raps 
oft times went out andin to the chamber. Which-formeof be« 
hauior he hkewiſe kept beforethe kingsſittingdowneto din- 
ner: bit without any welcomming of his waicſtic,or any'ether 
heartie forme of entercainment.''Theinoblemien and geritles 
ten of the Court that were with his-maieftie ſtanding about 
the tableand notdefired toame(usthe victs CEE 
is once ſet downe, -and hiſt ſervice brough tvp ).wntill bis 
aw hinges almpſt dined: Arwhich tmethe Fark conueved 
chem rth.to their dinner;butſate not downe wi thihegrhap- 
ſelfe{asthe common 'rhaner isg)but came backe andſtoad filent 
at theent ofthe Kings table,as ho did befortzwhich his maies 
Nie pereciving; begantbentenaineths Earle in 4hiomt)y;ina< 
ner,wondring he had Hotremdned tone wack hi gueſts,and 
ettertaine himthere.:-  »: 1 
Hi Maiefte bein veady'to riſe fromthe the ble, and al bis 
Kinans' m the halt attheic dinner, mailter Ale anagr. 
ding behinde his maibſtiey backs, puleyquialy' Nama 2a 


rounding in his maic ies eace; oder 1a; es 
that hee. 1 would faine haue beene lik of the —_ es Be ther! 
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his gvefts:: whereupon the. King called for drinke, and in. a 
merry-and homely maner ſaide to the Earle, that.althongh the 
Earle had-feehe the faſhion: of entertainementin ather conn 
tries; vet he would tcach him the Scottiſh, faſhion, ſecinghee 
was a Scottiſh man. : and therefore ſince hee had forpotren td 
drinke to his maieſtic, orto fit with his gueſts and entertaine 
them, his'maicſtie would drinke to him his owne;welcome; 
deſiring him to take it forth ahd drivke to the re{þof the com 
pany, 'and .in. his maicſtiesname to: make them welcome: 
Wheteuponas he went foorth , his maieſtic roſe fromthe ta 
ble, and defired maifter Alexander to bring Sir Thomas Er. 
skine with him : who deſiring the King to goe forward with 
him; and promiſing that hee ſhould make any oneor two fol- 
low: him that he pteaſed to call for, deſiring his maieſtiec9 
commaund pubhkely that none ſhould follow him; Thus 
the King accompanied onely: with the'ſaide maiſter Aexer- 
der, comesforth of the Chamber, paſleth through the end of 
the hall, where the Nobl:men and his Maicſties ſeruants 
were fictingat their dinner , vpa- turne-pecke, and throygh 
three 'of foure Chambers, the faide maiſter Alexander cyer 
tockime bchinde him euery dooreas hepafſed : and thenwith 
a more ſmiling countenancethan he had all the day before, e- 
uer ſaying, he had him ſure and fafe enough _ : vat} ac 
thelaſt , his maieſtic paſſing through three or foure ſupgrie 
houſes, and all the doores lecked behinde/him; bis maicſhe 
entered into alittle ſtady,: where hee ſaw ſtanding with a've- 
ry abaſed countenance, not #bondman, buta freeman, wah 
a dagger athis _ Onl his Mateſtie had no Gare mow 
into that lttle ſtudy, :and maiſter Afexonder with: him';:bug 

oy way” dykoore bchinde WG 
at'that inftant:chang countenance, putting Nis Hatte 
on his head, and drawing the daggertro ac other 'mafs 

irdle, held the poynt of it to the Ringahreaſt, avowing now, 
Bncthe King behooned to bein his wil; and vſcd asÞþce kit: 
<4 | B J= | ſwear- 
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fwcaring many bloody oths, thatif the King cried one word, 
or opened a window to look out, that dagger ſhouldpreſent- 
ly goe to his heart : affirming, that he was ſure, that nowe the+ 
Kings conſcience was b d for murthering his father. 
His maieſty wondring at ſo ſodaine an alteration, and ſtand- 
ing naked, without any kinde of armour but his bunting 
horne, whickhe had not gottenleifure to lay from him, be- 
ewixt theſevo T raitors which had conſpired his life: the ſaid 
maiſk}} eNexarder Nandin 5 (351 Is Gao with a dagger jn his 
hand, and his ſword at bisGde :but the other trembling & qiia- 
king, rather like one condemned, than an TIN of fuch 
ah enterpriſe. 

His maieſlic begun then to dilateto the ſaid maſter Alrxaw- 
der, how hortible a thin git was for him ta mcddle with his 
maieſlies innocent blood,' aſſuring him ut would not be vnre« 
uenged, ſince God had given him children and good ſbieQs, 
and F they neither, yet God would raiſe vp ſtoc and ſtones, 
to puniſhſo vile a foede. 

roteſting before God, that hghad no burthen' in hjs con- 
ſcience 'for the execution ofhis father : both in reſpe& that ; at 
— of his fathers execution, his maicſtic was but a miyor 
e,-and guided at chat time by a faftion which ouer-ruled 

abr 74k maieſtie,and the teſt of the country:asalſo that what- 
ſoeuer was done to his Father, it was done by the ordigary 
courle of Law and Tuftice. 

Appealing theſaid maſter Aletewder vpon his conſcience 
how well he at all times fince had deſerued at the hands. of all 
hisrace, not onely hauing, reſtored them to.,all their lands and 
digmities, but alſo in naurithin [i bringogyy oftwer bros 


ofhis ſiſters, as it waxohizowne boſome, by a continual at- 
tence yppon Ye jeftics decreſi/bedfell w in hexpewie 
chamber. We. 

. 'Layingalſo be 
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the ſamereligion which his maicſtic had ener profeſſed : and 
namchie, his maicſtic remembred him of that koly man, mai- 
- Ner Rodert Rollocke, whole ſcholler he was, aſſuring him,that 
one day.theſaid maifter Roberts ſoule would accuſe him, that 
he'had.rieuer learned of hunto praftiſe ſuch ynnacural cruelty. 
His mazefliepromiſing to him, on the word of aprince,thatif 
he-would ſpare his life, and ſuffer him to goes out againe, hee 
would neuer rcucaleto any fleſh living , what was betwixe 
chem at that time,nor never ſuffer him to incurre any harme or 
puniſhment for the ſame. 

But gs maieſties feare was,that hee could hope for no ſpa- 
ring at Nis hands, hauing ſuch cruelty in his lookes, and ſtand- 
ing ſo irrevercntly covered with his hat on, which forme of ri- 
orous behaviour, could prognoſticate, nothing to his maie- 
y, butprefent v1.7 6 But at hiy-Maieftics perſwaſme 
language)heappeared to be ſomewheat,amazed, and vncouc- 
ring his head againe, fwore and proteſted that his Maicſties 
life ſhould belafe,ifhe 7 Wt himſelf quietly, withour 


making noyſe or crying: at he would onely bring in the 
earle [is brother,to ſpcakeWith his ſic: wherevpon his 
maicſty enquiring what the carle would doe. with him , fince 
(if his maicſties life were ſafe according; to promiſe) they 
could gaine [ntlein keeping ſuch a priſoner: His anſwcre only 
was, that he could tell his maicftie no more, but that his life 
ſhould beſafe,in caſe he d himfelfe quietly, the reſt, 
the Eatle his brother, w ce was going for, would tcl 
his maieſty at his; commimF&With that ; as hee was going 
footth for-his brother , as he affirmed , heturned him about 
tothe otheriman', ſaying theſe words vntohim, I makeyou 
heerethe Kings keeper, till I comebacke againc,and ſce that 
you keepe him;vpon your owne' perilt;.and therewithallſaide 
4q his Nate renaniſtobrtontghd wrfelte to haue this . man 
AgWyour, 


keeper,yntil.my.commng backe. . 


-»- With theſe wordeshe paſſeth forth; locking the dore af- 
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ter him, .leauing his. Mateftie with that-manhe found there 
bcfore him. F whe mrnnY then eriquired, if hewere 
appoynted to be the murtherer of him at that time, arid Rowe 
farre he was vponthe counſell of that conſpiracie,, whoſe an- 
ſwer witha trembling and aſtoniſhed 'voyce and:behawour, 
was, that:as the Lord ſhould wdge him;' hewasneuer made 
acquainted with that purpoſe / but that hee wasput in there 
pom , and thedorelockt vpon him, alittle ſpace before 

is waieſties comming:asindeede all the time of the ſaid mas 
{ter eM/exanders menacing his maieftic ,zhee was cuer trem+ 
bling,nequeſtmg him; for Godsſake,, and with wagig other 
atteſtatiogs,not to meddle with his maieſtic, nor to him 
any harme- But becauſe M, 4/exanaer had before his going 
forth, made the King {weare he ſhould not cry; nor open any 
window, hisniaieſhe commanded the fade fellow to: open 
_ the window onhis right hand, which he readily did:fo'that al- 

though he was put in there to vſe violence on the King, ' yet 
 Godſo turned hs heart, as he beckgie a ſlaue to his pnſoner. 
© - .. While his maieſtic was in#hlg dangerous eſtate, and 
_ none of his owne ſetuants nor Kaine knowing where 
was; and as his wateſties traine- was rifing m the Hall 
 from*their dinner, the 'Earle of Gowrie being preſent with 
then; one-of the Earle 'of Gowries ſervants 'comes thaſtilie 
aſſuring the. Earle his maiſter, that his maieſtic is hotſed, 
and away ,through the Inſhey \the Earle reporting to 
the noblemen, and the waicſties trainethat was 
there preſent, they all ruſhed 88 cr atthe' gato in great 
Haſte 2 and ſome: of his mateſties ſeruants:enquiring 'of the 
Porter when his maieſtie went foorth?! The Porter offir- 
med, that the King wasnot yet gone foorth.” Wherevppon 
the Earle Jooked yeryangerlyvponhim, andfaide, heewwas 
but:a lar : yet turning haw'to the Puke; and to thei eatle 
of Marre, ſaid he ſhouid preſently getthem ſure wotd where 
-bis:maieſtic'was, - and 'with'tHat; range through! the” oy 
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and vp the ſtares. But his purpoſe indeede, was to ſpeake 
with his brother, as appeared very well by the circumitance 
of time;his brother, hauing at that ſameinſtant, left the King 
in thelittle ſudy,and ran + Ini the ſtairs in great haſte. 
Immediately after, the Earle commecth backe, running a- 
gone to the gate , where the noble men and the reſt were 
anding in a maze, afluringthem that the King was gone 
long fince out atthe backe gate, and if they haſted themnot 
the ſooner,they waulg not overtake him, and with that, calied 
for his horſe, wheregſhey ruſht all together out at the gate, 
and made toward the Inſhe, crying for all their horſes : paſ- 
ſing alMs it was the prouidence of God) vnder one of the 
windowes of that ftudy,wherein his Maicſtie was. To whowe 
maiſter Alexatder very ſpeedily returned , and athis in com- 
ming to his Maieſtic, caſting his hands abroad ina deſperate 
maner, ſaide : he could not mend it, his maieſtic bchooued to 
dy:and with that offered a garter to binde his maieſtics hands, 
with ſwearing, he behooucd to be bound. His maieſtie at that 
worde of binding, ſaid, hee was borne a free King, and ſhould 
diea free King. Wherevppon, hegriping his Maieſty bythe 
wreſt of the hand, to haue bound hum, his Maicſtierclicued 
himſelfe ſodainely of his gripes : wherevppon, as heeput his + 


right hand to his ſword, his Maieſtie with his right hand ſea» © 


Zed ypon both his hand and his ſword,and with his left hand, 
claſped him by the throate, like as he with his lefthand claſpt 
the King by the throate, with two or three ofhis fingers in his 
Maieſties mouth, to haue ſtayed him from crying. In like ma» 
ner of wreſtling , his maieſtic perforce drewe himto the win- 
dow, which he had cauſed the other man before to open vnto 
him,and vnderthe which waspaſling by,at the ſame time,the 
Kings traine, and the Earle of Gowrie with them,as is ſaide,and 
helding out the right fideof his head and rightelbowe,ayed, 
that they were murthering him there in that treaſonable forme: 
whole voyce being inſtantly heard _ knowne by Os 
| 0 
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of Lewnox; the Earle of WMarre, and thereſt of his Maieſties 
traine there : the ſayde Earle of Gowrie ever askimg what it 
meant : And neuer ſeeming any wayes to haue ſeene his Mas 
ieſtie,or heard his voyce,they all ruſhedin at the gate togither, 
the Duke and the Earle of Harrerunning about to come by 
that paſſage his Maieſtie came in at. But the Earle of Gowrie 
and his ſcruants made them for another way vp a quiet Turne- 
pecke,which was ever condemned beforc,and was onely theiy 
left open, (as appeared) for that purpoſe... f:. 
Andin this meane time, his Mact ge i ſtrugling and 
wraſtling with the ſaide maiſter eL/exarder, had brought him 
perforce out ofthat ſtudy,the doore whereof, for haſte) he had 
left open at his laſt in-comming, and his maieſtic hauing gots 
ten,(with long ſtrugling)the ſaid maiſter A/exa#ders head vn- 
der his arme,and himſelfe on his knees, his Maieſtic drouc him 
backe perforce hard to the doore of the ſame turne-pike, & as 
his Maieſtie was throwing his ſword out of his hand,thinking 
to haue ſtricken him therewith, and then to haue ſho t him 0- 
uerthe ſtaire ,” the other fellow ſtanding behinde the Kings 
backe, and doing Ong but trembling all the'time. Sir /obn . 
Ramſay, not knowing what way firſt to enter , after hee had 
heard the Kings crie,by chance findesthat Turne-pecke dore 
open,and following it vp to the head, enters in-imo the cham< 
ber,and findes his Maicſtic and maſter A/zxander ſtruglingin 
that forme, as is before ſaid t and after hee had twife or thriſe 
ſtricken-maiſter Alexander with his dagger, the other man 
withdrew himlſelfe, his maieſtic ſtill keeping his gripes, and 
holding him cloſe to him : iramediatly thereafter he tooke the 
faid maiſter Alexander by the ſhoulder , and ſhot him downe 
the ſtaire:who was no ſooner ſhot out atthe dore, but he was 
met by Sir Thomas Erskine,and Sir Hew Heres, who there vp« 
onthe ſtaire ended him: the ſaid fir 7howas Erchkine being caſt 
þchinde the Duke and the Earle of Marre that ranne about 


the other way, by occaſion of his medling withthe Gn 
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Earle inthe Strecte,afterthe hearing of his Maicſties crie. For 
ypon the hearing thereof, hee had claſped the Earleof Gowrie 
by the gorget, aid caſting him vnder his feete, and wanting a 
dagger to haue ſtricken him with, the ſaid Earles menrid the 
Earle their maiſter out of his hands : whereby he was caſt be= 
hindethereſt, as is ſaide: and miſſing the company,and hear- 
ing theſaide Sir lh» Ramſazs voyce vponthe Turne-pecke 
head, ranne vÞ to the ſaide Chamber,and cried vpon the ſaide 
Sir Hew Heres, and another ſeruant to follow him ; where, 
meeting with the ſaid maiſter A/exander inthe Tutne-pecke, 
he ended-him there,as is (aide : the ſaid maiſter Alexander cry- 
ing for his laſt words, Alas I had not the weight of it, But no 
ſooner could the ſaide Sir Thomas, Sir Hew , and another ſer- 
vant winne into the Chamber where his Maieftiewas,butthat 
the ſaid Eitle of Gowrie, beforethey could get the, doore ſhur, 
followed them in at the back,hauing caſt him direRly tocome 
vp that priuie paſſage, as is before ſaide:who at his farſt entrie, 
hauing a drawne {word in eucry hand, & a ſtcele bonet on his 
head,accompanied with ſcauen of his ſeruants , euery- one of 
them hauing in hike manner a drawne ſword , cried out with 
a great oath, that they ſhovld all die as traitors. All the which 
time his maieſtie was (till in the chamber,who ſeeing the Earle 
of Gowry come in with his ſwords in his hands, ſought fer ma- 
ſter Alexandersſworde which had falne from him at his out- 
ſhuttingatthe doore, hauing no ſort of weapons of his owne, 
as is faide: but then was ſhut backe by his owne ſervants that 
were there,into the little {tudie, and the doore ſhut vpon hum, 
who hauing put his maieſtic in ſafety, re-encountred the faide 
earle and his ſeruants, his maieſties ſeruants being onely in 
number foure,to wit, Sir Hugh Heres,Sir John Ramſay, and one 
Wil/on,a ſeruant of [ames Erkins,a brother of the ſaid Sir 7ho- 
mas,'the ſaid earle hauing ſcauen. of his owne ſcruaunts. with 
him : Yet it pleaſed God, after many ſtrokes onall hands, to 
giue his maieſtics ſeruants the viRorie,the (aide carle of Gowry 
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being ſtriken dead with a ſtroke through the heart, whichthe 
faid Sir /oh. Ramſay gaue him, without once crying ypon God, 
and thereſt of his ſeruants dung ouer the ſtaires with many 
hurts, as inlike maner the ſaid Sir Thomas Erkin,Sir Hugh He- 
rei, and Sir /obu Ramſay, were allthree very ſore hurte ard 
wounded. 

But all the time of this fight, the Duke of Lennox, the earle 
of ar, and the reſt of his maieſties traine,were ſtriking with 
great hammers atthevtter dore , whereby his Maicſtic paſſed 
vP to his chamber withthe ſaid-maiſter Alexander, which alſs 
he had lockt in his by-comming with his maieſty tothe cham 
ber:butby reaſon ofthe ſtrength of the ſaide double doore, 
the whole wal being likewiſe of boords,and yeclding withthe 
ſtrokes:it did bide them the ſpace of half an houre and more, 
before they could get it brokenand hane cntrefſe:who hauing 
met with his Maieſtie, found (beyond their expeQation) his 
Maieftic delivered from ſo imminent a pecrill, and the ſaid late 
earle the principall conſpirator lying dead at his Maicſties 
feete. Immediately therafter his Maieſtic kneeling downe on 
his knees,in the midſt of his owne ſeruants, and they all kneel- 
ing round about him : his maieſtie out of his owne mouth 
thanked God of that miraculous deliuerancc and yifory, al. 
ſuring himſclfe that God had preſerued him from fo diſpai-cd 
a penill, for the perfiting of ſome greater worke bchinde,to his 
elory,and for procurmg by him,the weale of his people, that 
God had committed to his charge After this the tumult ofthe 
Towne hearing of the ſlaughter of the ſaide carle of Gowrie 
their Prouoſt,and not knowing the maner thereof, nor bein 
onthe counſel of his treaſonable attempt, continued for the 
ſpace of two or three houres therafter, vntil his maicſty by oft 
ſpeaking out to them at the windowes, and beckoning.to 
them with his owne hand pacifying them, cauſing the bailiffes 
andthereſt of the honeſt men of the town to be brought into 
the chamber, to'whom hauing declared the whole forme of 
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that ſtrange accident, hee committed the houſe and bodies of 
the (aide traytours brethren, to their keeping , vntill his maie- 
ſties further pleaſure were knowne. His maieſtic hauing be- 
tore his parting out of that Towne, cauſed to ſearch the laide 
earle of Gowries pockets, in caſe any letters that might further 
the diſcouery of that conſpiracie might be found therein. But 
nothing was found in them, but alitle cloſe parchment bagge, 
full of magicall charaRters,and words of inchantment, where= 
in it ſeemed that he had put his confidence, thinking himſelfe 
neuer ſafe without them, and therfore ever carried them about 
with him: being alſo obſerued,that while they were vpon him, 
his wound whereof hee died, bled not, but incontinent after 
the taking ofthem away, the blood guſhed ont in great abun- 
dance, to the great admiration of the beholders. Aninfamie 
which hath followed and ſpotted the race of this houſe , for 
many deſcents , as is notoriouſly knowne to the whole conn. 
trie. Thus the night was far ſpent, being necre eight houres at 
euening before his maicſtic could (for the great tumult that 
was in the Towne) depart out of the ſame.But before his ma- 
ieſtic had ridden foure miles out of the ſame towards Falkland, 
though the night was very darke and rainie : the whole way 
was clad with all ſorts of pcople,both horſe and foote, meeting 
him with great ioy and acclamation . The frcquencie and 
concourſe of perſons of all degrees to Falke/and,the reſt of th 
weeke, and to Eaenbarghthe next , from all the quarters of 
the country, the teſtimony ofthe ſubieKs harty affeAtion and 
1oy for his maieſties deliuery, expreſſed every where, by ring - 
ing of bells, boncfiers, ſhooting off gunnes of all ſortes, both 
by ſca and land,&c. with all other things enſuing thereupon, 
I haue of ſerpurpoſe pretermitted, as well knowne to all men, 
andimpertinent to this diſcourſe : contenting my ſelfe with 
this plaine and fimple narration: adding onely for explanati- 
on and confirmation thereof,the depolitions of certaine per- 
ſons, who were either aRors, and eye-witneſfcs, or mmediate 
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hearers of thoſe things that they declare and teſtifie : wheres 
in,ifthe Reader ſhall findeary thing differing from: this nar- 
ration, eitherin ſubſtance or circumſtance, he may vnderſtand 
the ſame to be vttered by the deponer in his owne hehoofe, 
for obtaining of his Mateſtics Princely grace and fauovr. 


Apud Falkland.g. Auguſt. 1500, 

In pre/ence of the Lord ( hanceller, Lord Treaſmrer, Lord Secre- 
tary, Lord Comptroller, Lord Aduocate, the Lord Incheffray, 
and Sir George Home of Spot, Knights. 


| >a weimi of Bogie, of the age of 26, yeere or thereby, 
{worne and examined vpon the forme and maner of beha- 
uiour of late 7ohn Earle ot Gowrie, the time of his being with 
him at $:rabran, orit he had heard the {aide carle make any 
motion of the treaſon intended againſt his royall waieſtie, de- 
pones, that he neither heard, nor ſaw, any appearance of any 
{uch incention in thefaid earle. 

Demanded, if he was intzany purpoſe with the ſaid eatle, a- 
gainſt any matters of curiolitic : depones, that at their being in 
Strabran,{onic of their company found an cdder,which being 
killed, and knowledge thereof comming to the earle, the earlc 
ſaid tothis deponer,Begte,if the edder had not beene ſlaine, ye 
ſhould haue ſeene a good ſporte, for 1 ſhould haue cauſed her 
ſtand ſtill, and ſhe ſhould not have preſſed away, by pronoun. 
cingof one Hebrew word, whichin Scottiſh is called Hohnes, 
but the Hebrew word the deponer remembers not of : and 
thatthe earle ſaid, he had putthe ſame in praQtize oft before. 
And this deponer enquiring of the earle, where hegot the he- 
brew word , the Earle aunſwered, in a Cabbalift of the 
Jewes, and that it was by Tradition : and the deponer inqui» 
ring what a Cabbaliſt meaned:the earle anſwered, it was ſome 
wordes which the ewes had by I radition,which words wcre 
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ſpoken by God to «Adam in Paradiſe, and therefore were of 
greater .cfficacie and:force than any woordes which were 
excogitate fince by Prophets and Apoſtles. The deponer ins 

uiring if there were nomore requiſite, but the worde, the 
Earle anſiwered,that a firme faith in God was requiſite,and ne- 
ceſlary:and that this ws no matter of maruel among(t ſchol. 
lers, but all theſe thinges were naturall. And that the Earle 
ſhewed to this deponer,that he had ſpoken with a man in 7ra« 
fie; and firſt hearing, by report, that hee was a Nigromancer, 
and thereafter being informed that he was a very learned wan, 
and a deep Theologue, heentred in further dealing with him 
againſt the curiofitic of nature. 

Depones further, thatthe ſayde Earle reported to him, 
that hee being at muſicke, hee fcllin company with an other 
man, who ſtaring in the Earlesface, ſpake to the reſt of the 
company things of him, which hee could never attaine vnto, 
nor be worthy of:and therfore, that the carle reproached him, 
and deſired him to forbeare theſe ſpeeches. And that he met 
againe with the ſaide man inalike company,who did beginne 
with the ſame language which he had ſpoken before :-and that 
the Earle ſaide to him, my friend, in caſe ye will not holde your 
peace from ſpeaking lies of mee, I will make you hold your 
' peace, by ſpeaking truth of you,and ſaid vnto him, within ſich 
a ſpace he ſhould be hanged for ſuch a crime:and ſo it came to 
paſſe. This Deponerenquiring of the earle, who tolde him 
that,he anſwered merily,that he ſpake it by gueſſe, and itfell 
outſo. And that the eatle aide further,that it was nothing to 
make an hearbe fleſh which would diſlolue inflies : and that 
likewiſe it was poſſible that the ſeed ofman and woman,might 
be brought to perfeRion otherwiſe than by the matrix of the 
woman:and that this Deponer counſclled the earle to beware 
with whom he did communicate ſuch ſpeaches : who anſwer- 
ed that hee would ſpeake then to none, but to great (ſchollers, 


and that he would not haue ſpokenthem to this Deponer, ie 
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he had not knowne him to be a fauorer of him,and aftiend sf / 
his houſe, and he would not reucale the ſame agpineleing be 


knew they would be euill interpreted among the common, 


orte, Sic ſubſcribitur, ITY cimys of Bogse, 


eApnd Falkland. 20. Auguſt 1600. 


Fn preſence of the Lordes (Chancellor, 


Treaſurer, Aduocate,Sir George Home of 


Spot,Sir RobertMcluill,and Sir James 
M<luill, Knights. 


doe Ailter William Rinde,ſworne andexamined,and 


4 demanded,where he firſt did ſee the Charaters © 


@ | Which were found vpon my Lord, depunes, that 
% F he hauing remained aſpacein Vemce, at his re- 
Net turning to Page, did finde in my Lordes poc- 
ket,the charafters which were found vpon him at his death : 
and the Deponer enquiring of my Lord, where he had gotten 
them,my Lord anſwered, that by chance he had copied them 
himſelfc : and that the Deponer knowes that the CharaQters 
in Latine aremy Lords owne hand-writing, but hee knowes 
nofifthe Hebrew CharaQers were written by my Lord. De- 
pones further,that when my Lord would change his cloathes 
the Deponer would take the charaRers out of my Lords poc- 
ket, and would ſay to my Lord; Wherefore ſerue theſe ? And 
my Lord would anſwere,can ye not let them be? They do you 
nocuill, And further, the Deponer declares, that ſometimes 
my Lord would forget them, yntill he were out of his Cham- 
ber, and would turne backe, as he were in an anger, vatill hee 
had fonnd them, and put them in his owne pocket : Depones 
farther, that hee was ſundry times purpoſed to haue burned 
the CharaQters, wereit not that hee feared my Lords wrath 
and anger : ſecing when the Deponer would purpoſely owe 
them 
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them ſometimes out of ny Lords pocket, my Lord would be 
infuch an anger with the deponer, that for a certaine ſpace he 
would not ſpeake with him,nor could not find his good coun 
tenance. And that(to this deponers opinion)wy Lord would 
never be content to want the charaers of hinſelfe, fromthe 
firſt time thatthe deponer ſawe them in Pda, tothe houre 
of my Lords death. 

Being demanded for what caſe my Lord kept the Chara- 
Qeers ſo well, depones, that to his opinion, it was for no good, 
becauſe he heard, thatin thoſe parts where my Lord was, they 
would giue lundery folkes breeues. 

Depones further, that maiſter Patricke Galloway lette this 
Deponer ſee the charaCters, ſince that he came tothis Towne 
of Falkland, and that heknowes them to be the very-ſame cha- 
raters which my Lord had. Deponesalſo, that on mon- 
day the fourth of Auguſt,the maiſter 9 Audrew Hender/on,and 
the deponer remained in my Eordes chamber ll about ten 
houresat cuen, andafter along conference betwixt the Lord 
and the maiſter,my Lord called for Andrew Henderſon,and af- 
ter ſome ſpeeches with him, diſmiſſed them, 

Denies that he knewe of the maiſters or e Andrew Herder. 
ſensriding to Falkland, and after Andrews returne from Fa/k- 
 laxd,vpon theforrow, howbeit he did ſee him booted, yethe 
knew not that he was come from Falk/and. : 

Depones that my Lord being at dinner when the maiſter 
came in, the deponer heard my Lordfay to the maiſter; is the 
Kingin the Inſhe? And with that he did riſe, and faid\let vs go. 
rb ay deponer knowes not what the maiſter ſaide tomy 
Lord. 

Being demaunded if he did ſee any kind of armour or wea- 
pons, except ſwordes in the Kings company, deponesthat he 
didſce none. 

| Ttheing demanded how the deponer was ſatisfied with 
my Lords anſweremade to him, concerning the King$Com- 
5 FP D ming 
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ming to ſaint Tob»ſtoun, ſaying that hee knewe not how hee 
came : declares thathe thought that my Lord had diſlembled 
with him, and that he behooued to haue knowne it, ſceing his 
brother was come with his Maieftie before that hee deman« 
ded of him, and that hee had conferred with my Lord prwily. 

Depones, that he knew not that the mailter was ridden to 
Falkland yntil after his Maicſties comming to ſaint /ohn. 
ftoun, that «Andrew Rathwentolde him, becauſe the deponer 
inquired of efndrew Rathwen, where the maſter and hee had 
bin, and that Andrew anſwered, they had beenin Falkiand: 
and that the maiſter hauing ſpoken with the King his maicſty, 
came forward with them, and that this conference betwixt 
the deponer and eAndrew Ruthwen was in the yeard when 
my Lord was there, And e-tndrew Ruthwen ſhewed to the 
deponer , that eLndrew Henderſoun was direted by the ma+» 
ſter, to ſhew my Lord, that his Maieſtic was comming. 

Depones alſo , thatin his opinion, the maiſter could not 
hane drawne the King to my Lords houſe, without my 
Lordes knowledge : and that when hee heard the tumulc, 
hee was reſolued 1n his heart the maiſter had done his maie- 
ſte wrong, and that no true Chriſtian can thinke otherwile, 
but thatic was an hightreaſon, attempted againſt his High- 
neſle by the maſter and the Lord. 


Depones alſo, that to his opinion, the Kings whole compa- 
ny was within a dozen of men. 


Sic ſubſeribitar, AF. Rind, 


22. Auguſt, 1600, 

Maiſter :liam Rind ſworne and re-examined, if cuer 
hee heard the Eatle of Gowrie viter his opinion, anent the 
ductie of awiſe man , in the execution of an high enterpriſe: 
declares, that being out ofthe country, he had diverſe times 
heard himreaſon in that matter, and that hee was ever of 
that Winion, that he was nota wiſe man, that hauing wo 

det 
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ded the execution of an high and dangerous purpoſe,commu- 
nicate the ſame to any but to himſelfe, becauſe keeping it to 
himſelfe, 1 could not be diſcouered nor diſapppointed: which 
the deponer declared before vnrequired to the Controller,and 
Maiſter Ylam ( owper miniſter, at Perth : and hearing the 
depoſitions of Andrew Henderſoun read, and being enquired 
vpon his conſcience, what hee thought of the fa&t that was 
committed againſt his Maieſtie, declares,that vpon his ſaluati- 
on, that he belcecues Andrew Henaderſonn has}declared the cir- 
cumſtances truely. 
Sic ſubſeribituwr. CM WY Rynd. 


Apud Fatkland.20, Auguſt. 1600, 
Fn preſence of the Lorde '( 'hancellour, 


Treaſurer, Aduocate:Controller,and Sir 


George Homeof Spor, fir Iames Mel- 
vill}, Knights. 


Narew Hender/ounſworne and examined, and demand- 
cd, what purpoſe was betwixt him and the carle of Gow+ 
rie, vppon monday at night the fourth ofthis inſtant in the 
{aide Earles chamber:depones, that the Earle inquired of him 
what hee would bedoing vponthe morne, and hee anfiwered, 
that hce was to ride to Ruthwen : the earle ſaid vnto him, you 


mult ride to Falkland with Maiſter Alexander my Brother, 


and when he dires you backe, ſee that yee returne with all 
diligence, if he fenda letter or any other aduertiſement with 
you. 

Depones,that the maiſter direed him to ſcnd for Andrew 
Ruthwen to be inreadineſſe,to ride with them the morrowe at 
foure houres in the morning. 

Declares, that they comming to Fakeland about ſeauen 
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houres in the morning, the Mai yedinalodging beſide 
the Pallace, and direted the deponer, toſee what the King 
was doing, and the deponer finding kis Maieſtic in the cloſe 
coming forth, he paſſed backe,and told the maiſter,whoim- 
mediately addreſſed himſclfe to his Highneſle, and ſpake 
with his Maicſtic a good ſpace beneathe the Equirie:and after 
his Maieſtie was on horſe-backe, the maiſter commeth to 
the Deponer, and commands him to fetch their horſes, and 
bade him haſte him, as hee loued my Lords Honour and his, 
and aduertiſe my Lord, that his maieſtie and hee would bee 
there incontinent, and that his Maicſtic would be quiet : and 
the Deponer inquiring of the maiſter, if he ſhould go preſgnt- 
ly, he did bid him leape on and follow him, and not to goe a« 
way vntil heſpake with the King:and the maſter hauingſpo- 
ken with theking,at a breach of the Parkewal,he turned back 
and bade the Deponer ride away, andthe Deponer making 
his returne in all poſſible haſte to Saint 7oh»ftown, he found my 
Lord in his chamber, about tenne houres, who left the com- 
pany hee was ſpeaking with, and cameto the Deponer, and 
asked,hath my brother ſentaletter with you? The Deponer 
anſwered, no : but they will be all here incontinent, and bade 
the depon«rdefire my Lord,to cauſe prepare the dinner. Ime. 
diatly therafter my Lord took the deponer to the cabinet, and . - 
asked at him, how his maieſlie took with the maiſter his bro- 
ther? T he deponer anſwered, very well, and that his Maieſlie 
laid: his hand ouer the maiſters ſhoulder. Therafter my Lord 
enquired if there were many at the hunting with the King?ithe 
deponer.anſwered, that he tooke no heed, but they who were 
accuſtomed to ride with his Maieſtie, and ſome Engliſhmen, 
were there : and that my Lord enquired whit ſpeciall men 
were with his maie{tie,and thatthe deponer anſwered, hee did 
fee nonc but my Lord Duke, And within an houre therafter, 
 whenthe deponer came in from h15 owne-houle,the Erle bade 
kim puton his ſecret and.plaite-ſlceuesfor he had an hie-Jand 
| F, man 
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man to take, whichthe Deponer did incontinent : and about 
twehue houres, when the Deponer was going out to his owne 
houſe to dinner,the Steward came to him and told him, that 
George Cragingelt was not well, and was laine downe, deſited 
him to tarry and take vpamy;Lords dinner : and abovt halfe an 
houre after twelue, wy Lowdcommanded him to take vp the 
firſt ſeruice. And when the deponer was commanded to take 
vp the ſecond ſeruice,the maiſter and ilar Blaire came into 
the hall tomy Lord. _ 

The deponer remembreth himſelfe. that eLndrew R wth- 
wen came before the maiſter a certaine ſpace, and ſpake with 
* my Lord quietly atthe Table, but heard not the particular 
purpoſe that was amongſt them. And ſo ſoone as the maiſter 
came to the Hall,my Lord,and the whole company roſe from 
the Table : and the deponer hearing the noyſe of their forth- 
going, ſuppoſed they were going to make breakes for CM/a- 
conilduy : and the Deponer ſent his boy for his gauntlet 
and ſtecle- bonnet : and ſeeing my Lordepaſle to the Inſhe, 
and not tothe ſhoe gate, the Deponer did caſt the gantlet in 
the Pantry , and cauſed his boy to take his ſteele bonnet to 
his owne houſe : and he followed my Lord tothe Inſhe, and 
retinning backe with his Maieſtie to the lodging, beeing 
direfted to get drinke. And the maiſter came to the deponer, 
and did bidde him cauſe maiſter ?#iliam Rindeto ſend him 
vp the key of the Galery chamber, who paſlt vp and deliver d 
the key.to the maiſter : and imediately my Lord followed vp, 
and did ſpeake with the maiſter,and came downe againe, and 
direed maiſter Thomas Cranſtoneto the deponer, to come to 
his Lordſhip in his Maiefties Chamber. And that my Lord 
direted him to goe to the Gallery to hisbrother, andim- 
mediately my Lord followed vp, and commaunded the de- 
poner to bide there with his brother,and to doe any thing that 
hee bade him : The deponerenquired at the maiſter what 


hauc yeto do fir? The maiſter anſwered, ye muſt goin heere, 
SR and 
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and tarry-vntil I come backe;for I willtake thekey with me: 
So he locked thEdeponer in the round within the Chamber, 
and tooke the key with him, Shortly thereafter, themaiſter 
returned, andthe kings Maieſty with him'to the ſaid cabiner, © 
in the round : and the maiſter opening the doore, entered 
with the King into the ſaid round:and at his very entry.coue« 
ring his head , pulled out thedeponers dagger, and heid the 
ſame to his Maieſties breaſt, ſaying : Remember ye of my fa« 
thers mu:ther? Tee ſhallnow die for it : and munting to his 
Highnetle heart with the dagger,the deponer threw the ſame 
out of his maiſters nand : and{wore, that as God ſhall izdge 
his ſoule, if the mailter had retained the dagger in his hand the _ 
ſpacethat a man may goe faxe ſteps , hee would haveſtriken 
the King to the hilts withit : but wanting the dagger,andthe 
Kings Maleſtic giuing him a gentle anfiwere, hee ſaidetothe / 
Kings Maieſtic with abhominable oathes, thatifheewoulde 
keepeſilence,nothing ſhould aile him, if hee would make ſuch 

romile to his brother , as they would craue ofthim : and the 

Koe: Maieſty inquiring what promife they would crane : he 
anſwered that he would bring his brother. So he goesforth, 
and lockes rhe doore of the round vppon his maieſtie and the 
deponer hauing firſt taken o:th of the King that hee ſhould 
not ciy,nor open the window. 

And his Miieſty inquiring of the deponer what hee was': 
Hee anſwered, a ſeruant of my Lords. {And his Maieſtie aſ- 
king of the deponer, if my lorde woulde doe any euill to him? 
The deponer anſwered, as God ſhall judge my foule , I ſhall 
diefirſt. And the deponer preſſing to haueopcned the win- 
dow,the maiſter entred,and faid : Sir, there is noremedy, by 
God you muſt dic:and having a looſe garter in his hand,preſ- 
ſed to haue bound his Maieſtics hands, and the deponer pul- 
led the garter out of maiſter Alexander his hand. And then 
the maiſter did putone of his hands in his Maieſtiesmouth,to 
haue ſtayed him to ſpeake, and held his other arme about his 
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Hi 
hand from his Highneſſe mouth, and opened the window: & 
81 his Majeſtic cricd out thereat, whereupon his Highneſle 
ſeruant came in at the Cate, and this deponer did rnunne and o- 
pen the doore of the 1 urnepecke head, whereat lebn Ram/ay 
entred:the deponer ſtood mthe chamber till heſaw /: R:2/ay 
give the maiſter a {troke:and thereafter priuily conueicd him 
{clfe downe the Turnepecke to his owne houſe : and the de- 
poners wife A of him, what the fray mcaned? T he de- 
poner anſwered, thatthe Kings Maicſtic would have becne 
twiceſticked, had not he relieued him. : 

Sic ſubſcribitur Anarew Henderſoun 

with my hand, 


-7 Further,the ſaid Andrew Hender/on depones, that after his 
returningfrom Falk/and on the fift of this inſtant, maiſter.7ohu 
Montchrief enquiring of him where he had beenc? He anſwe- 
red,that he had bin beyond the bridge of Erxe, and faies;that 
he gauethat anſwer to maſter /ohn, becauſe my lord comman- 
ded himto lct no man know that hee was to ride to Falkand: 
and that my Lords dire&ion to him, was, to come backe with 
| his brother maifter Alexranders aunſwere,and to leate Andrew 
Rmthwen to waite vpon the Maiſter. 
Sic ſubſcribunr Andrew Henderſoun 
with my hand. 


Further, the ſaid Audrew Hender/on depones,that when he 
had taken the maſters hand out of the kings maieſties mough, 
' and was opening the window, maiſter Alexander (aid to him, 
Wilt chou not help? Wo betide thee,thou wilt make ys all-dic. 

Fey Sic ſubſcibitur Andrew Henderſon 
with my hand, 


FINIS. 


neſTe necke : and that this deponer pulled the maiſters 
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